
MACSYS Retreat 2026 Agenda - [Updated on 2 Sep]
Venue Novotel Wollongong, NSW
Dates 27–30 October 2026
Theme MACSYS Annual Retreat

Start End Mins Session Format

11:00 13:00 120 Arrival & Registration Registration

13:00 13:25 25 Retreat Opening Plenary

13:25 14:40 75 Translation Session 1 Discussion

14:40 15:00 20 Afternoon Tea Break

15:00 16:00 60 Translation Session 2 Panel

16:00 17:00 60 Translation Session 3 Workshop

17:00 18:30 90 Free Time Break

18:30 20:00 90 Cocktail Function and Activity Social & Activity

08:30 09:00 30 Tea & Coffee Arrival

09:00 09:30 30 Day 2 Opening Plenary

09:30 11:00 90 MACSYS Seminar Series & Retreat Keynote Keynote

11:00 11:30 30 Morning Tea Break

11:30 12:30 60 MACSYS Research Talks Oral Presentation

12:30 13:30 60 Mentorship Speed Networking Lunch Social

13:30 15:10 100 Stream A  —  MACSYS Research Talks Oral Presentation

13:30 15:30 120 Stream B  —  Parallel Session for Professional Staff Workshop

15:10 15:30 20 Afternoon Tea Break

15:30 16:50 80 MACSYS Research Talks Oral Presentation

16:50 17:00 10 Day 2 Wrap-up Housekeeping

17:00 19:00 120 Free Time Break

19:00 21:00 120 Retreat Dinner Social

3 talks given by MACSYS research groups; 15 min talk + 5 min Q&A each

5 talks given by MACSYS research groups; 15 min talk + 5 min Q&A each

4 talks given by MACSYS research groups; 15 min talk + 5 min Q&A each

A Weaving Connection Workshop running in parallel with the afternoon research talks, for professional staff only.

DAY 1  —  Tuesday 27 October 2026  —  Arrival, Opening & Research Translation Day  [13:00–20:00]

DAY 2  —  Wednesday 28 October 2026  —  Research Talks, Mentorship Lunch & Retreat Dinner  [09:00–21:00]

Welcome to Country and opening remarks by Director and Deputy Director.

Keynote by Brenda Andrews, chaired by Traude Beilharz. Held in hybrid format and open to external attendees.

https://www.novotelnorthbeach.com.au/


08:30 09:00 30 Tea & Coffee Arrival

09:00 10:30 90 MACSYS Research Talks Oral Presentation

10:30 11:00 30 Morning Tea Break

11:00 11:40 40 MACSYS Research Talks Oral Presentation

11:40 12:10 30 Open Call for Working Together on a Yeast Whole Cell Model Discussion

12:00 13:00 60 Lunch Break

13:00 13:30 30 How to Access MACSYS Funding Schemes Oral Presentation

13:30 14:30 60 Career Development Pathways for Research Fellows and PhD students Panel

14:30 15:00 30 Afternoon Tea Break

15:00 16:00 60 Use Small Intramural and MACSYS Funding to Advance Career Panel

16:00 16:30 30 MACSYS Artist-in-Residence Program Oral Presentation

16:30 17:00 30 MACSYS Outreach, Media, and Communication Oral Presentation

17:00 17:15 15 Day 3 Wrap-up Housekeeping

08:30 09:00 30 Tea & Coffee Arrival

09:00 10:30 90 Free Time Collaboration

10:30 11:00 30 Morning Tea Break

11:00 12:00 60 Free Time Collaboration

12:00 13:00 60 Lunch Break

13:00 14:00 60 Event Wrap-up Plenary

14:00 15:00 60 Close & Departure Close

Note: 
1. A Research Fellow and Student Workshop is held at the same venue before the retreat, on Monday 26 October and the morning of Tuesday 27 
October. 
2. The names and details of some sessions are still subject to change, but the timeslots are largely confirmed.

An update on MACSYS outreach, media and communication from Matt Coffey and Tim Macuga.

A recap of the strategic plan and the years ahead.

A panel discussion on career pathways for research fellows and PhD students.

An overview of the MACSYS funding schemes and how to access them.

4 talks given by MACSYS research groups; 15 min talk + 5 min Q&A each

2 talks given by MACSYS research groups; 15 min talk + 5 min Q&A each

DAY 3  —  Thursday 29 October 2026  —  Research Talks & Committee Sessions  [09:00–17:15]

DAY 4  —  Friday 30 October 2026  —  Synthesis & Close  [09:00–15:00]

A panel discussion on using small intramural and MACSYS funding to advance your career.

An update on the MACSYS Artist-in-Residence Program from Mia Salsjo.

A call for interest to socialise the idea of a shared yeast whole-cell model, led by Richard Morris and Jen Flegg, with a hands-
on roadmap session to follow at the February Melbourne research workshop.


