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e« MACSYS Partners with PhD Program

o Achievements

e New Members

e Centre Launch & Retreat

o Strategic Funding Opportunities




New MACSYS Governance

MACSYS is pleased to announce and welcome our new International Scientific Advisory and

Governance Advisory Boards.

International Scientific Advisory Board

e Chair: Professor Hugh Possingham - The University of Queensland

e Professor Brenda Andrews - University of Toronto

e Professor Thomas Lecuit - Institut de Biologie du Développement de Marseille
e Professor Pamela Silver - Harvard University

e Professor Olga Troyanskaya - Princeton University

e Professor David Wishart - University of Alberta

Governance Advisory Board

e Emeritus Professor Annabelle Duncan



e Jennifer Herz - Biointelect
e Professor Chris Matthews - ATSIMA

o Professor Sakkie Pretorius - Macquarie University

We look forward to the leadership and guidance both of these boards will bring to MACSYS.
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MACSYS partners with EMBL Australia PhD Program

We're excited to share that MACSYS is partnering with EMBL Australia for the 2025 edition of
its flagship PhD training course. This prestigious two-week residential program, now in its 10t
year, will be held in Adelaide in December. It will focus on future-ready research skills,

including interdisciplinary collaboration, Artificial Intelligence (Al), and Machine Learning (ML).

MACSYS-led modules will provide essential training at the intersection of biological and

computational sciences—an area of growing importance across life science research.

We encourage MACSYS PhD students to apply! The deadline to apply is this Monday, 4

August. If you for some reason you may not be able to meet that deadline, contact MACSYS

Chief Investigator Richard Morris (r.g.morris@unsw.edu.au).
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Posivon of OmpA

MACSYS-supervised Team wins People’s Choice Award at High School STEM Program

A group of students supervised by MACSYS Postdoctoral Research Fellow Thomas Williams
has won the People’s Choice Award at The University of Melbourne’s Year 10 Work

Experience Program.

Hosted by the Faculty of Science on the Parkville campus, this year’'s program welcomed over
120 students from 87 schools across Victoria, selected from a competitive pool of more than

3,000 applicants.

The program culminated in a Poster Expo, where each group showcased their findings. Out of
all the posters, the team of Aksha, Constance, and Alesia took home the People’s Choice

Award for their outstanding work.

@ Team-poster.pdf

2.49 MB - PDF File



Download

Congratulations to Aksha, Constance, and Alesia — and well done, Thomas!

(s> ACHIEVEMENTS

Lan Nguyen (Monash) awarded an ARC Future Fellowship

e Project details

Mike McDonald promoted to Professor at Monash University

() NEW TO MACSYS

Welcome to MACSYS to the following new members:

The University of Melbourne

e Eoin Martyn Rando — PhD Student
e Dr Vinz Hofferek - Research Fellow

e Dr Ahmad Moktar — Research Fellow

Monash University



e Dr Jacob Amy - Senior Research Fellow

e Dr Laura Perlaza-Jimenez - Associate Investigator
QuT

e Adarshkrishnan Rajakumar — PhD Student

(¢> OPPORTUNITIES

Job Openings

o Project Lead - RNA & Computational Biology Innovation Initiatives at the

Australian National University

| Centre Retreat
‘, ﬁ RACVRESGTt;Cape Schanck, VIC

Register for the Centre Launch & Centre Retreat

Don’t forget to register for the MACSYS Centre Launch and Retreat. This year our Centre Retreat
will be hosted at the Cape Schanck RACV Resort. Cape Schanck is a beautiful town located at

the southernmost tip of Mornington Peninsula, Victoria. It features many scenic coastal walks and

attractions, including a heritage-listed lighthouse and rockpools. You will not want to miss out!



We are setting a deadline for anyone travelling interstate interested in an extra day of
accommodation organised at RACV Cape Schanck Resort on the 28" of October. We ask
that you complete the registration by July 30*". Rooms will be reserved on a first come first

served basis.

REGISTRATION LINK

Centre Launch

e Tuesday, 28 October

e The University of Melbourne, Parkville Campus

Centre Retreat

o Wednesday, 29 October - Friday, 31 October

e RACV Cape Schanck Resort, Victoria



All Centre Members are invited and strongly encouraged to attend both events!

e MACSYS Nodes have travel budgets to pay for you to attend. Discuss this with

your node leader.

e The accommodation will be paid for by MACSYS Central and meals will be

provided at the event.

*Note: This is your personal registration form, so please don’t circulate it to anyone else.

There will be separate invitation for invited guests to the Centre Launch.

&) MACSYS~ON THE ROAD

Strong MACSYS Showing at SMB 2025

The Centre was very well represented at this year's Annual Meeting of the Society for

Mathematical Biology held in Edmonton, Canada.




As part of SMB 2025, MACSYS organised a two-session mini-symposia titled, “Methods for
Whole Cell Modelling”.

Other highlights included:

e Yong See Foo (Melbourne PhD student) won a best poster award

e Chief Investigator Mat Simpson (QUT) took part in a panel discussion on the

future of publishing

e Several other talks from MACSYS Cl’s, postdocs, and students

Have you travelled somewhere recently? Let us know. Email us at
comms@macsys.org.

STRATEGIC FUNDING

MACSYS Funding Support
The MACSYSS funding support pages are now live on the MACSYS SharePoint. These

funding schemes are designed to assist researchers and students working on projects aligned

with MACSYS Research Themes. Whether you are seeking instrument time at a core facility,
organising a collaborative event, or undertaking a new research project, these funding
streams are here to help.

The available schemes include:

o Strategic Initiatives Fund — Supports activities such as wet lab data generation,
research breakthroughs, extended travel and collaborative visits, short-term

staffing, industry linkage, and related activities.

o Bioplatforms Australia: Research Consumables & Analytical
Instrumentation Support Fund — Covers costs for technical staff, wet-lab
consumables, sample preparation, and instrument time on NCRIS and

institutional facilities.



o Event Sponsorship Scheme — Provides funding for conferences, workshops,

research retreats, and similar events.

e NCI Resources — Offers compute and storage resources, as well as online

courses and training support.

Further details about each fund, along with a FAQ, are available on the SharePoint page. We
encourage all members to explore these opportunities and make the most of the support

available!

RECENTLY FUNDED PROJECTS

Project Title: A unified growth and sampling strategy for microbial multi-omics

Co-funded from a combination of the MACSYS Strategic Initiatives Fund and MACSYS Large-

Scale Biomolecular Data Generation fund

e Project parties:

e Monash University: Traude Beilharz (Project Lead), Michael McDonald,

Calvin Kraupner-Taylor, Aysha Sezmis
e QUT: Matthew Simpson, Hilary Hunt
e The University of Melbourne: Malcolm McConville

¢ Australian Wine Research Institute: Simon Schmidt

MACSYS Genomics Workstation - Purchase of Dell Precision 7960 Workstation

o Project party: Calvin Kraupner-Taylor at Monash University

MACSYS Computational Biology Workstation - Purchase of Dell Precision 7875

Workstation

o Project parties: Hilary Hunt, TrungTin Nguyen, & James Bennett at QUT
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Carers Support Scheme
The MACSYS Carers Support Scheme is designed to offer aid and support to MACSYS

members who have carer responsibilities. The page includes both the carer support fund

application form, as well as the carer support scheme guidelines.

Are you following MACSYS on social media?
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If you have any news you would like us to share with the MACSYS Community,
just email us at comms@macsys.orqg.
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